FLORA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 2025

CALL TO ORDER:  President Maralee Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, August 11, 2025.

PRESENT:  Maralee Johnson, Joe McCoy, Joe Gilliland, Rebecca Stocke, Kari Warren, Jon Akers, Director Angela Garrett, and Assistant Library Director Tina McCormack.  Absent:  Karen Briscoe, Robbin Dickey, Mark Henson

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS:  None.

CORRESPONDENCE:  A thank-you card for Donna Corry’s flowers sent after knee replacement.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
A motion was made by Joe McCoy to accept the minutes as presented for the July 2025 board meeting. The motion was seconded by Rebecca Stocke. The motion passed unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
 -Review of financial reports and bank statements.

A motion to accept the treasurer’s report, as presented, for the July 2025 board meeting was made by Jon Akers and seconded by Joe Gilliland. The motion passed unanimously.

LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT: The 2025 IPLAR (Illinois Public Library Annual Report) has been transmitted to the state.

I have also sent in the OCLC contract for the coming year.

State Senator Plummer held an end of session town hall in our meeting room on the 23rd.  I think he had about 20 people attend.

I have received word from the North Clay and Clay City superintendents that their board’s have voted to extend their IGA’s with us.  The contracts are in the mail.

Secretary of State Giannoulias has send a letter to award us the FY 2025 Per Capita Grant.  This year’s grant is in the amount of $7084.43.  We expect to receive the check soon.

A man stopped by the other day and spoke to Melanie.  He said that his firm would be cutting down the big oak tree on the corner of East Third and Main and the maple tree by the library building soon.

It is not ready for public consumption, but the Secretary of State’s office has contracted with the EBSCO company to provide a Statewide Database Package that patrons can access at the library or at home from the library’s website for the next 10 years.  This database includes a wide range of resources for both students and adults.

Our last 2 programs for the Summer Reading Program had to be cancelled.  Andy & His Friends, a puppet show, cancelled because of illness.  The Harry Potter/Percy Jackson Escape Room had to be cancelled because the lady doing it did not show up.

We had 2 checks that were late getting to the place of business. This has been happening with increasing frequency in the last couple of years.  Do we need to look into a direct online payment method?

I have written a check on the Technology Grant account to be transferred to the Operating account to reimburse the library for the computer equipment and 3 months of our Lazerware maintenance.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:     None

PAYMENT OF BILLS:     A motion was made by Rebecca Stocke, and seconded by Joe Gilliland, to approve payment of the bills. The motion passed unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS: 
The library was gifted a newer version of a Magnified Vision device by Bennie E. Vandaveer’s family.  A question was raised about donating the old Magnified Vision device. It was mentioned that the older device could be donated to Heritage Woods or some other facility in need of a magnifying device. The machine helps people with low vision read text/print better by making the text/print larger on its screen.

A question was raised about changing the way the library pays bills. Current methods were charging finance and late fees because the checks sent in the mail were arriving late frequently.  The board discussed online payments and auto withdrawals.  A motion was made by Joe Gilliland to explore how the library could pay bills online or sign up for automatic withdrawals, and seconded by Rebecca Stocke. The motion passed unanimously.

A report of the library’s 2025 Summer Reading Program, “Level Up At Your Library,” was given by Tina McCormack, Assistant Library Director. Participants, adults 20 registered, 20 finished; kids 104 registered, 36 finished.  Special Events, Magic Show by Randy Kalin, 185 adults, 135 kids; Babaloo – Music & Fun Concert Show, 29 adults, 53 kids; Pennington’s Cartoon Museum & Show, 90 adults, 125 kids; Andy & Friends Puppet Show, Cancelled due to illness. Harry Potter & Percy Jackson Escape rooms. Cancelled due to illness.

Grand Prize Winners: $100 gift card, Harmony Cosner; Richard Staley, $50 gift card.
North Clay CUSD #25 Intergovernmental Agreement 


First Quarter Budget Report – 


A question was asked about whether or not the library should close for the upcoming local events, Ford Town Fun Fest (September 20th), and Christkindlmarket (December 12th & 13th). There was a concern about the lack of parking spaces, as much of the available parking was occupied by vendors and participants at these events. The board felt that the closing should be at the discretion of the library. A motion was made by Joe McCoy to close on the dates as mentioned above, and seconded by Rebecca Stocke. The motion was unanimously passed.



Library Director, Angela S. Garrett, brought a question to the library board on whether or not the library should become a Family Search Library. A motion was made by Rebecca Stocke, and seconded by Kari Warren. The motion was passed unanimously.

There was no other new business to talk about.



EXECUTIVE SESSION (when needed):  None
  
UPCOMING MEETINGS /EVENTS OPEN: 

Cameron Higgason's book signing will be on Saturday, August 23rd. The adult crafting classes, which were to be held on August 28th & 29th, have been rescheduled to Thursday, September 25th, at 6:00 PM & Friday, September 26th 10 AM.

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting concluded at 8:00 pm.

Submitted by Tina McCormack for Karen Briscoe (absent) 08/30/2025
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